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Ritchie Collins rehearses with his band, Ritchie Collins 3-0. Jeff Carter, left, plays flute and clarinet and Bob

Shortridge, center, plays bass.

dreams unfold before his eyes each time he steps into his
Kingdom, better known as the Paramount Arts Center.

“It’s way past Rockwellian,” Collins said. “I live the ultimate
dream. I've seen the world and done shows in Europe and I'm
not upset in the least that I am still here

The ability to give back to a community that has given so
much to him keeps Collins motivated to produce music for his
family and peers.

Collins is a third-generation road musician with strong
Tri-State ties who takes pride
in the fact that he can carry on
not only a family tradition, but a
community tradition as well.

“My great-grandfather was
walking this road when there
was not a road to walk on,”
Collins said. “This gives a deep sense of where my father and
grandfather have come from.”

By definition, Paramount means ‘of the highest importance or
level” and the meaning rings true for Collins who remembers when
he first decided that he wanted to be in the entertainment business.

In fact, after several years, Collins recalls the exact seat
in the balcony that he was sitting in when the epiphany. He
wanted to be an entertainer.

“I was 12 years old and “The Legend of Boggy Creek was
my first show;” Collins said. “I basically grew up in this theater,
performing in festivals here in junior high and high school.
You just feel good in this place.”

F or Collins, there is no greater joy than watching his
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Now; Collins is sharing that same feel-good passion with
other Tri-State patrons by producing shows such as Highway
23 Jamboree and Paramount’s commissioned musical “Some-
thing in the Water.

Both shows give cultural insight to the musically rich back-
ground of Ashland and its surrounding communities.

Collins emphasizes the Highway 23 Jamboree as the local
attraction with six or eight shows per season that feature a
Nashville headliner, but are more known for giving local talent
the chance to showcase ability.

My great-grandfather was walking this
road when there was not a road to walk on.

The Highway 23 Jamboree is not just limited to country
music; it has also served as a platform for local bands such as
Split Nixon, who has gotten a lead performing in the extrava-
ganza.

Collins said shows such as the Highway 23 Jamboree make
it just as easy to get a start in a small town as it would be to
start Nashville.

“It is not anymore difficult here (in Ashland),” Collins said.
“The jamboree lets them get their feet wet. In comparison, you
can go to school and get a piece of paper that says you are a
doctor, but until you are an intern, you have no experience as
a physician.”




